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“And they cried, The Sword 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 
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“Coming Kingdom of Christ” 


New Book, “The Coming 


Kingdom of 


Wealth of Sermon Material 


Christ,” Has 


Preachers Buying 


several Copiés for 
Christmas Presents 


Most religious books are not 
worth reading, a good many are 
helpful and inspirational, and a 
few have rich, compact and con- 
crete Scriptural material that can 
be referred to again and again. 
For instance, R. A. Torrey’s great 
book on “What the Bible Teaches,” 
has been a reliable source book of 
carefully selected Scriptures, giv- 
ing the Bible teaching on particular 
subjects. | have found it very 
helpful as any one must who is 
interested mainly in what God’s 


* Word really says about a given 
_ subject. 


The new book by the editor, ““The 


result of about two years’ hard 
work and Bible study on this im- 
portant question. In preparation 
for a debate (the Rice-Oliphant 
Debate, January, 1935, Dallas), lL 
got started in an intensive study 
of the return of Christ and the 
events that are to follow, the end 
of the times of the Gentiles, the 


_ destruction of the kingdom of the 


Antichrist, the battle of Arma- 
geddon, the regathering of Israel 
from all parts of the world, the 
rebuilding of the temple, the mil- 
lennial reign of Christ, the state 
of nature, government, resurrected 
saints, the unsaved in natural 
bodies, etc., during that time. It 
was a labor of love, hard but rich 
to my own soul, to write the four- 
teen chapters that comprise the 
two hundred pages of this book. 
Little by little God gave the money 
to have the book set up in type and 
now it is off the press. From many 
are coming expressions of grati- 
tude. Christians are studying it 
with their Bibles, and giving copies 
to their friends. One family in 
my church have sent several copies 
to friends. A preacher orders five 
copies to send as Christmas gifts. 

Several preachers write that 
they think “The Coming Kingdom 


MRS, RIDGWAY’S CORNER 


By Mrs. Elizabeth Ridgway 
Manager, The Sword of the Lord 
and The Sword Book Room 
MISSION- 
ARIES, 
SHUT -IN §&, 
CRIPPLES, 
OLD FEO- 

PLE WITH-. 
OUT IN- 
COMES, all 
need our 
prayers, our 
Sympathy and 
our encourage- 
ment. A letter 
from Arizona as follows: 


“Brother Rice, have you any 
books for children of Bible 
stories? I have five children 
. . » my oldest boy is ten years 
old. I do washing...I am 
sending some subscriptions for 
The Sword of the Lord... 
am praying that your little pa- 
per will go far and near as it 
is a blessing to so many 
homes.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


is the | 


of Christ’ has abundant material 
for the making of sermons. It 
not only suggests several Scrip- 
tural lines of thought, but brings 
together and sums up the Scriptur- 
al testimony on the great themes 
of the book. About one line out 
of every three in the book is Scrip- 
ture. It is not a book of specula- 
tion, no guesses, no pet theories, 
but an attractively written and 
clear presentation of the coming 
and reign of the Lord Jesus Christ 
on David's throne at Jerusalem for 
a thousand years. 


For the honest preacher or Bi- 
ble student who does not under- 
stand or who does not believe in 
the premillennial coming of Christ, 
this book presents the Bible teach- 
ing on the subject so fairly, so 
clearly, and so thoroughly that we 
believe it will help to settle the 
question in the minds of hundreds. 
May God grant it. 

The beautiful, flame colored 
cloth binding, the large print, and 
the fine eggshell book paper make 
this volume a very attractive 
Christmas present. Price, cloth 
bound is $1.00 plus 10c postage. 
The book in nice leatherette paper 
cover costs 60c plus 10c postage. 
Write 

THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 

201 East Tenth Street 


Sunday Services, Fun- 
damentalist Baptist 
Tabernacle, Dallas 


Pastor John R. Rice and as- 
sistant pastor W. G. Stroh will 
both return for all services Sun- 
day morning. The pastor speaks 
at 11:00 A.M. on “Pay Your 
Grocery Bill Before You Pray.” 
Brother W. G. Stroh will have 
charge of the musie during the 
day and will speak again Sunday 
night. Many report unusual bless- 
ings from his last Sunday night 
sermon on “Power From On 


High.” 
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The Recent Bible 
School — ‘The Lectures 
Were Marvelous’ 


“Whitney, Texas 
November 12, 1936 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Words can’t express my ap- 
preciation for the wonderful time 
I had there with you folks in the 
Bible School. I feel that my time 
there has given me a greater pas- 
sion for lost souls and a deeper 
conception of God’s Word. 

“The lectures were marvelous. 
If God delays His appearing and 
you have another Bible School, you 
may count on my being there. Sor- 
ry I had to leave. May God rich- 
ly bless your work there for the 
Saviour. 

“Yours in His service, 


ble Baptist Church of Oklahoma 
City, and its fine pastor, Rev. H. 
C. Ownbey, with his family. Bro. | 
Ownbey was a blessing with his 
fine messages and fellowship at 
the recent Bible School. His let- 
ter says: 


“Rev. John R. Rice 
201 East Tenth Street 
Dallas, Texas 

“Dear Brother: 

“I am still rejoicing and prais- 
ing God for the Dallas Bible 
School: the wonderful feast that 
you and the other wonderful speak- 
ers gave us, the sweet singing of 
Brother Stroh and others, the fel- 
lowship was indeed great, the spir- 
itual fervor and atmosphere 
gripped my heart, the display of 
scriptural knowledge, the tears of 
rejoicing, the testimonies, the 
prayers and spiritual singing was 
indeed amazing and gratifying. 
How our hearts were lifted! I feel 
sure that all were inspired to more 
consecrated and concentrated ef- 
forts in reaching iost men and get- 
ting the Gospel out. I came away 
feeling so unworthy yet so de- 
termined; so short but believing 
that I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me: al- 
so knowing that I have done so lit- 
tle to reach lost souls who are dy- 
ing by the thousands but with a 
greater vision for my church and 


Dallas, Texas 


(Signed) “Milton Baty” 


work of preaching the Gospel. I 


BACKSLIDERS 


Revival Sermon Preached Monday Night, November 30, 1936, 
Fundamentalist. Baptist Tabernacle, Sherman, Texas 
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q 
Now will you bow with us in 
prayer? 
PRAYER: Our Father, we need 
Thee tonight. These come here 
hungry: won’t you let every heart 
be blessed. We pray that the at- 
tention of the people may be turned 
to God. Let my own heart be 
stirred. Let me feel my need of 
Thee. I can do nothing without 
Thee. Preaching is nothing, O God, 
without the Holy Spirit of God up- 
on the people to hear. There is no 
virtue in coming to church unless 
You meet us here,’ unless in our 
hearts You turn us to seek Thee 
and find Thee. Oh turn our hearts 


to Thee tonight as backsliders. Do 
Thou love us freely, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 


I am preaching tonight on back- 
sliding and backsliders. There are 
many questions people want to 
know about backsliders. What do 
you mean by backsliders? Who 
is a backslider anyway? I mean 
by a backslider, one who was once 
a child of God, one who has been 
born again, one who was converted 
and then later on loses his joy and 
feels no assurance of salvation, is 
out of touch with God, isn’t liv- 
ing right. That man, is he saved 
or lost? That woman, is she a 
Christian or a child of the devil? 
When one has drifted away from 
God, when he is living like world- 
ly, sinful. people live, no victory 
over sin, no joy, will he go to 
Heaven or Hell? Is he saved or 
lost ? 


\ 
Another question: what really 
leads people away from God? Why 
do people go away from God? 
Whatever brings really saved peo- 
ple to lose their joy, give up their 
clean living and fall into sin? 


Another question: How can a 
backslider get back to joy and for- 
giveness? Can a sinner who has 
been saved then fallen into sin, can 
he get back this joy and victory 
and fellowship with God he once 
had? 

I will try to answer from the 
Word of God for you tonight, as 
much as I can in this brief serv- 
ice here. 

I will read first in the 11th chap- 
ter of Hosea, verses one to nine: 

“When Israel was a child, then I loved 
him, and called my son out of Egypt. 

“As they called them, so they went from 
them: they sacrificed unto Baalim, and 
burned incense to graven images. 

“I taught Ephriam also to go, taking 
them by their arms; but they knew not 
that I healed them.” 

The picture is of teaching a baby 
to walk. 

“IT taught Ephraim also to go, taking 
them by their arms; but they knew not 
that I healed them. 

“4. I drew them with cords of a man, 
with bands of love: and I was to them 
as they that take off the *yoke on their 
jaws, and I laid meat unto them.” 

God had fed them and taken 
their bondage away from them, in 
bringing them out of Egypt. 


“5. He shall not return into the land 
of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall be his 


“4 

They are going to be carried into 
captivity. 

“6. And the sword shall abide on his 
cities, and shall consume his branches, and 
devour them, because of their own counsels. 

“7. And my people are bent to back- 
sliding from me: though they called them to 
the most High, none at all would exalt 
him. 

“8. How shall I give thee up, Ephriam? 
how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall 
I make thee as Admah? how shall I set 
thee as Zeboim” (those two cities were de- 
stroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah with fire 
from the Lord out of Heaven) “mine heart 
is turned within me, my repentings are 
kindled together. 

“9. I will not execute the fierceness of 
mine anger, I will not return to destroy 
Ephriam: for I am God, and not man; the 
Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will 
not enter into the city.” 


This is God’s appeal to the back- 
slider, God’s explanation of the 
backslidden state. You be prayer- 
ful. Ask God to show you, teach 

you, bless you on this question of 
backaliding The way God felt 
toward backsliding Israel is the 
way He feels toward all backslid- 
ers. 

There are two or three things 1 
don’t want you to forget about 
backsliding. First, that Christians 
are bent on backsliding. We need 
to understand this point that real- 
ly saved people do backslide. Any 
child of God, one who has been 
saved, one who has been born 
again can .backslide and is likely 
to. We must not say; “I don’t be- 


king, because they refused to return.” 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Very dear to our heart is the Bi- ) 


Rev. H.C.Ownbey Writes Con- 
cerning Recent Bible Schoo ol 


| 


want you to know that I love 
appreciate you, Brother Rice, ang) 
thank God for your ministry an@) 
work. I love and appreciate and 
want to express my sincere tf Ss 
to you, your family, your help 
your church, but most of all, 1 
God, for the many blessings | 
real help in the Gospel to me @ 
to the many other young preache} 
and workers. My church loves yo 
and prays for you. Bes 
“We are praying that God m yo 
soon lead you to- return to Bibi¢® 
Baptist Church for a great rey 
al meeting. Hardly a week 
by but that someone speaks | 
being saved under the powe = 
preaching of Brother Rice in ned 
old tent across the street. A nU—I=> 
ber of such testimonies were § 
en the last Lord’s day.” 
(Signed) “Hi. “Hi. C. ownbey 
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Printing Bill Being bs 
Reduced 


Several have recently sent in of- & 
ferings to be applied on the print “| 
ing bill of The Sword of the Lord | 
and for this we are grateful and | 
are acknowledging gifts by mail,”= 
We are sure the Lord will continue © 
to help as He has in the past. = 
The work is His. a 

Most of our subscriptions are | 
coming in at 25c a year. As every | 
thoughtful person knows, that will | 
not pay for the printing, postage, | 
stenographic work, etc., favoieed “ 
in printing a paper like The Sword ~ 
of the Lord. But we are getting “| 
out the gospel and as nearly as ~ 
possible, we should like to do it 
without money and without price. ~ 
The regular subscription price of 
The Sword of the Lord is low. Our 
special offer now on is unusually ~ 
low, far, below the actual cost of | 
a subscfiption for one year. How- | 
ever, souls are being saved, peo=- ~ 
ple are being blessed, the Bible is ~ 
being taught. 

We have every confidence that 
the rapid growth of this paper will 
continue until multiplied tens of 
thousands around the world read 
these ‘messages. We trust you 
will join us in daily prayer and 
then will help in whatever other 
way God lays on your heart, 
whether by sending in subsc 
tions, paying on the printing bill, 
or sending us names to receive 
samples or recommending the pa- 
per to your friends. 


aw, a 


4,000 Names Want- 
ed by January Ist 


The Post Office will allow 
us to send nearly 4,000 
sample copies of The Sword 
of the Lord between now and 
January ist. Send at once — : 
a list of your friends and | - 
loved ones whom you would” . 
like to receive a sample copy 7 
of The Sword of the Lord, a 
Every paper must be in the 
Post Office before December 
dist. Please send. your list 3% 
early. a. 

Write the names and ad- 
dresses plainly and send to-— 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

201 East Tenth Street. 
Dallas, Texas 
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_BACKSLIDERS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


lieve he was really saved,” when 
some saved man gets out of duty 
and falls into sin. You do not 
know and God forbids you to 
judge. Saved people do backslide. 
There are people who make pro- 
fession of faith in Christ and are 
not saved. Jesus Himself plainly 
said some would come and say, 
“Lord, have we not prophesied in 
thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works?” 
But He says He will answer, “De- 
part from me ye that work in- 
iquity, I never knew you.” 
The Lord plainly teaches that 
many who claim to be saved are 
not. He never knew them, they 
were never saved. The same thing 
is taught in the parable of the 
sower, In that parable the Sav- 
iour told how seed fall by the way- 
Side and birds come and get it. 
That is a man that is not saved. 
He listened to the gospel, but the 
devil took the seed out of his heart. 
Other seed fell in stony ground 
and it had no root in itself, though 
it sprung up for a time yet it had 
no root of its own. It sprouted on 
top of the ground among stones 
and moisture but didn’t live, since 
it had no root. That pictures also 
people who hear the gospel joy- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


fully but are not saved. One of the 
saddest things in every revival is 
that lost people are enamoured of 
the preacher, they believe in that 
kind of preaching, but are never 
saved. Often they like the preacher 
but do not love the Saviour. 

There are people who make pre-, 
tention to religion but who are. not 
saved at all. John says about this 
in one of the epistles, “They went 
out from us, but they were not of 
us: for if they had been of us, 
they would no doubt have con- 
tinued with us: but they went out, 
that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us.” (I 
John 2:19). 

So some people that you think 
are backsliders are really not 
saved. 

I confess that that is so. 
But now, another side to it, that 
every Christian that ever is saved, 
every man who ever is saved in 
some sense does backslide. Just 
as well face that fact. Preachers 
try to argue about this saying if 
a man is really saved he won't 
do this or that. Peter cursed. and 
swore and denied Jesus. David 
committed adultery and murder. 
Noah got drunk. Lot ruined his 
own daughters. You don’t know 


202 W. JEFFERSON 


THE HOME OF QUALITY GROCERIES AND 
FRIENDLY SERVICE ; 


Newby’s Grocery & Market 


— Free Delivery — 


PHONE 6-9202 
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BUSINESS DIRECTO RY oxcressiciva 


Keep your name, product or profession, address and tele- 
phone number before the people in this Directory 
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Beckley Transfer & Furniture 


“tye | 
MOVING HAULING 
By Expert Movers 
Pearl Miller, Owner 
Top prices for Furniture 
Trade Moving for Furniture 
Get our prices — Save money 
312 E. Jefferson 6-1449 


ROY HARPER STUDIOS 


PHOTOS 
150242 Elm 1308-A Elm 
“With your Individuality, 
not ours.” 
KODAK FINISHING 
Rolls developed free 
Prints 3c each 
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J. R. REEVES 


CAFE, GROCERY & MARKET 


Homemade Chili—Big Juicy 
Hamburgers 


215 North Beckley 
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Genuine Oil Permanent 
Croquignole) — $1.50 
Machineless Croquignole 
— $2.95 — 


Good Service Beauty Shop 
321 E. 9th 6-4924 


LAMAR & SMITH 


Funeral Home and Ambu- 
lance Service 


PHONE 6-2146 
800 W. Jefferson 
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Dallas 


WALDEN HAT CO. 


Renovators and Remodelers 
of Ladies’ and Men’s fine hats 


Ph. 6-0263 922 W. Jefferson 


TEXAS SEED & PLANT CO. 

Call us for anything in cut 

flowers, ficral designs and 
plants 
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Front of Ball Park 
9-1124 
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DR. EUGENE V.WOOD 


DENTIST j 
Office: 810 Medical Arts 
Building 


Office Phone 2-1515 
Residence Phone: 3-2222 


DR. C. F. JONES 
CHIROPRACTOR 


400 W. Page 6-8933 


Office hours 9 to 12 A. M. 
Z2to 6P.M. 
Other hours by appointment 


consultation, free 


Snelen Service Station 
Beckley and Ninth Streets 


Wash or Grease — 50c 
Good Gulf Gasoline—High Grade Oils 


B. O. Snelen, Jr. Bus. 6-0560 


Your Patronage Appreciated 

Suits Cleaned & Pressed 35c 

Ladies’ Mannish suits 
Cleaned & Pressed 50c 


MIDWAY CLEANERS 
TAILORING 
6-0056 107 W. Jefferson 
“Let Chap Do It” 
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20c 
oid 25c 


GOLDSTON BARBER SHOP 
210 South Madison 


Special for Sat. & Mon. 
Ladies’ house dresses, 79c up 
to $1.00 for 59c, -fast colors. 
Ladies’ Suede Jackets, $2 to 

$2.50 values for $1.19 


Lipman's Bargain Store 
115 W. Jefferson 
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Across from Oak Cliff Bank 


OAK CLIFF SHOE SHOP 


Can make shoés wider and 
‘Jonger — Cali for and deliver 


104% E. Jefferson St. 


—_ ee FF Se @ & 


a ae ee a ee re re er ee ee ae ee 
BA. We We we. ee wae 


what you will do. People who are 
born again Christians do back- 
slide. You say, “But if a man is 
really saved he will never get very 
far back.” I have heard people 
say, “if one is truly converted he 
will never get drunk.” Noah did, 
and a lot of other people did, too! 
You say they never get back in 
sin as far as before. How do you 
know? Some people have told me 
that after they were converted, 
after they were Christians, they 
got just as drunk as ever they did 
before. After they were saved they 
cursed worse, were in bad sin. Am 
I taking up for that? No, but 
that is a fact and you have got to 
deal with it. 

What is that fact? It is bent 
into the heart and nature of every 
man to go away from God. That 
is in his heart. That is there to- 
day and you had better beware 
about it. Verse 7 says, “My peo- 
ple are bent to backsliding from 
me. 

I don’t want anybody here to 
lean on the fact that you are saved, 
that is to think about sin and 
don’t need to be on guard, don’t 
need to watch about it. If you are 
not careful you will commit the 
Same kind of sin that Samson did, 
or David did, or that Peter did, 
or Lot or Ananias. Adultery or 
murder are not too bad for a born 
again child of God, even a preach- 
er of the gospel to commit, if he 
does not beware. Every one here 
must be on his toes watching about 
that, must beware, for the devil 
goes about like a roaring lion 
seeking whom he may devour. 

There is something in your heart 
— let me read it here, “My people 
are bent to backsliding from me.”’ 
My péople are twisted that way, 
they are turned that way. That 
is a sad thing. You read through 
the Bible and in case after case it. 
is there. Bent on backsliding: 
turned to backsliding! That is the 
way we are made. The old song 
we used to sing says it this way, 

“Prone to wander, Lord I feel 

it, 
Prone to 
love.”’ 

And that is so. We are prone 
to that. Man is bent to sin, head- 
ed that way. That is the kind of 
a fellow Iam. I am headed away 
from God. 

I saw a woman some years ago 
(I wonder why people hadn’t 
thought about it before) who took 
a leash like they put on a dog, and 
fastened it on the back of her 
child’s rompers. Children are bent 
on getting away from their moth- 
ers and into devilment. That is 
the way they are made. Made that 
way! We are all made that way. 
We are bent on going away from 
God. That is what the Lord said. 
“My people are bent to backslid- 
ing from me.” See? My people 
are bent to backsliding. Here is 
the human race. 

I used to preach the story of the 
prodigal son first to sinners then 
I decided it applied to backsliders. 
Now I know it applies to the whole 
human race, saved or lost! After 
a while it dawned on me it .was 
good for anybody away from God. 
God loves sinners and anybody that 
wants to come, come on and the 
Father will run to meet you. That 
is for you whether you are a back- 
slider or a Hell-bound.sinner never 
been home. God loves you just 
the same. It will do for you and 
me because we are all prodigals 
by nature before we are saved, 
then bent to backsliding after we 
are saved! 


I know this story of the prodigal 
son teaches that anybody who 
wants God can have Him. Any- 
body that is a sinner can get for- 
giveness. Anybody who runs back 
to the Father’s house, He will 
come to meet you and put on you 
a robe of ‘righteousness and a ring 
of sonship and give you the shoes 
of the gospel of peace. God knows 
we are bent on backsliding. 


leave the God I 


In studying the people in the|/ 


Bible, nothing stands out more 
than that. Take note of Noah, 
Abraham, Lot, David, Peter and 


| Paul. 


Everyone here that has been 
saved has a double nature, a na- 
ture that has been born again, 
born from Heaven. “His seed re- 
maineth in him that he cannot sin.” 
Part of you does not sin, loves 
God always. “With my mind I 
myself serve the law of God, but 
with my flesh the law of sin,” 
Paul says. So there is part of you 
that loves to sin, takes to sin like 
a duck takes to water; takes to get- 


ting drunk...I never got drunk but | 


there is a part of me that would 
take to getting drunk just like a 
dog takes to hunting. It would 
take to cursing—I don’t remem- 
ber ever cursing openly though, 
to tell the truth I am sure I have 
been guilty of the same sin of 
irreverence and blasphemy in the 
heart. But there is a part of me 
that would just take to it just like 
a duck waddles in the water the 
first time he finds it: because I 
am made that way; and you are 
made that way, too. I never took 
a@ gun and pulled the trigger and 
shot somebody, but there is some- 
thing in me to make me capable 
of it. You have been a murderer 
in God’s sight if you ever hated or 
held a grudge just as much as if 
you had done it. Bent to backslid- 
ing! Headed away from God! A 
nature bent to get out in sin and 
indulge in it. That is in the na- 
ture of every Man, woman and 
child. 


You take a little child and you 
say, “Oh, isn’t he a precious little 
darling?” And he is. “Isn’t he in- 
nocent?” No, he is not innocent. 
All the seed and poison of sin is 
there. 


This baby of Brother Joe's that 
they bring down here has every- 
thing in him to make him a whore- 
monger and a bootlegger and a 
murderer. He has everything to 
make an infidel and skeptic out of 
him and to take him to Hell. Only 
the grace of God keeps a baby 
safe, or saves a penitent sifiner or 
transforms a sin-cursed nature at 
the resurrection. He has got the 
seed in him to sin. Something bent 
away from God even when one is 
saved until the whole body is trans- 
formed at the resurrection, caught 
up to meet Jesus. Until that hap- 
pens, a saved person has still got 
the bent to sin. Don’t misunder- 
stand me and go away and say 
that I said little babies went to 
Hell. The Bible doesn’t say that 
and doesn’t mean that. What Ad- 
am. lost for the race Christ gained 
again. “As in Adam all die, even 
so in, Christ shall all be made 
alive.” So now if a little baby dies, 
it is our belief little babies are 
kept by the precious Saviour and 
the sin and sinful nature laid on 
the cross. Babies who live to ac- 
countability are kept safe, (not 
saved) until then. Then when one 
is saved he has the old nature as 
well as the new, till the resurrec- 
tion. : 

That is the reason for crimi- 
nals, when you don’t discipline 
children. But when you have got 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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This brave Christian mother who 
does washing has been so blessea 
by reading “he Sword of the Lora 
that she takes a dollar to pay 
for four subscriptions and tells 
us how she prays for our paper to 
go for. and near to bless ochexy, 
she, herself has peen blessed. ‘his 
is the spirit that has but our 
circulaticn to 7,vU0, in every stace 
in the union and six foreigu Coun- 
tries, in less than eighteen months, 

There are Many missionaries, 
shut-ins, sick people, old folks and* 
other less fortunate ones to whom 


we would like to send the paper., 


Our finances are limited; and, too, 
the Post Office will not permit a 
newspaper operating under a sec- 
ond class permit to put on too 
many without at least fifty pér 
cent of the ‘regular subscription 
rate being paid. The only way 
many of these dear peopie can 
read The Sword of the Lord is 
for you who have jobs and are 
making money to pay for them. 
During this season of giving gifts, 
will you not think of the hundreds 
of missionaries on the field who 
barely have enough to live on and 
are sacrificing their lives to tell 
the sweet gospel story that soujs 
will be saved. Many missionaries 
have little to read. I have heard 
some of them tell how they anx- 
iously await the arrival of the 
Christian papers from home. (it 
costs $1.00 postage per year to 
send the paper to a foreign coun- 
try). 

lace shut-ins and old folks who 
do get the paper regularly write 
what a bright spot it is in their 
lonely lives. Such reports make 
us want to put many others on 
the regular mailing list. If we 
had the money we could send a 
few copies of the paper each week 
to the penitentiary and to homes 
for the unfortunate. If 100 per- 
sons would send $1.00 each, or 
maybe some could send $5.00 or 
$10.00 we could put many of these, 
on the mailing list and I am sure 
that the happiness brought to the 
ones your money paid for wouid 
many times repay you for the gift. 
After praying about this work, God 
might lead you to-send at least a 
part of your tithe money. 


SS 


“God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble.” 
(Psalm 46:1). 
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it beaten down and submissive, he 
has still got it in his heart. That 
is in the nature of every child 
ever born in this world to steal. 
It is in the nature of every child tc 
rob; to take what he wants. It 
is in the nature of children when 
they are born and when they grow 
up the first thing they learn to 
do, nearly, is to lie. They don’t 
learn to talk without lying. Every 
child ever born will lie and will 
lie still if you don’t beat it out 
and pray it out and beg God to 
help you about it. It is in the na- 
ture of a child to lie, to steal, to 


* murder; to have his own way. 


Lawlessness is in the nature of 
every child ever born. When he is 
converted —when God saves you— 
remember God keeps a child safe 
until it comes to the time when 
he knows right from wrong. And 
he always choses wrong at first 
and becomes a deliberate lost sin- 
ner and must be born again. Then 
when he is saved, born again, he 
still: has the same body he had, 
still got a lot of things to gct out. 
They are in the body, in the carnal! 
nature. Even though you are born 
again you have two men now 
wearing the same pants and they 
have a fight every day to see 
which will be boss and if you don’t 
have a fight, the wrong one will 
boss, too! If you don’t crucify 
self, mortify the deeds of the 
flesh, sin will rule after you are 
saved. 

Everybody here has something 
in you that will ruin you. Every 


preacher everywhere, every soul! 


winner, no matter who you are, 
you have something in you that 
is bent to going away from God, 
bent to backsliding, bent to turn- 
ing away from God. Something 
in you seeks after the world; longs 
after wickedness. Beware of it! 
Don't give it any reign at all. You 
have something that will lose your 
Christian testimony. Your habits 
will take you far away from Gos 
if you don’t beware. Men are bent 
to backsliding! That is the reAson 
the Lord said, “My people are bent 
to backsliding from me.” That is 
why people go wrong, saved peo- 


ple. 


A PERSONAL TESTIMONY 


I will never forget an experience 
I had when I was a boy. I was 
saved young, just nine years old. 
I went on until I was about twelve 
years old when I claimed Christ 
openly and had the joy of salva- 
tion. I was with a rather bad 
bunch of boys in west Texas. We 
just had preaching at our church 
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one Sunday a month. Little by 
little I got out in sin and coldness, 
away from God. In a little Pres- 
byterian church there was a re- 
vival meeting. A good many of 
the young people came back to 
God. Some were saved. One night 
as they sang, 

“Pass me not, 

iour, 
Hear my humble cry. 
While on others Thou art call- 
ing, 
Do not pass me by.” 

And my heart said, “Oh God, 
don’t pass me by. If you will give 
me back the peace and the joy 
I once had I will never drift any 
more.” Peace and joy came back. 
I thought I would never be tempt- 
ed any more, never ariift away and 
quit praying and put the things 
of the flesh first. I meant it. God 
knew I wouldn’t always do right, 
but God loved me and gave me 
peace and joy. I went along fine 
for a couple of weeks and then 
something came up. I[ don’t know 
what it was, 1 didn’t pray and did 
not read my Bible, and the first 
thing I knew —I didn’t quite know 
what it was —1I didn’t know what 
was the matter. I wasn’t quite 
happy. I couldn’t put my finger 
on it. I didn’t know when I got 
away from God, but I did. 

That is the way I lost my joy. 
I didn’t mean to. I thought I was 
all right, but little by little I had 
been wandering, led astray be- 
fore I knew it. I didn’t know I 
was “bent to backsliding.” 

My friends, people go away from 
God because we are made for sin 
, . Something in our nature is 
strong for sin. “My people are 
bent to backsliding away from 
me.” That is what the Scripture 
said. We need to take this to 
heart. We are bent on backslid- 
ing. 

BACKSLIDING IS A SAD, HARD ROAD 

What else about backsliding? 
The next fact, “Thine own wick- 
edness shall correct thee, and thy 
backsliding shall reprove thee. 

Here is a strange thing about 
sin. It does its own whipping. God 
allows punishment to come. Some- 
times God takes a hand and grabs 
you up.and administers punish- 
ment right now. But often that is 
not the way. A backslider, a Chris- 
tian, a child of God goes on the 
wrong track, quits praying, or goes 
into open sin. What does God do 
about it outwardly? Perhaps some- 
times God will put a man in the 
hospital and say, “If you don’t get 
right I will kill you.” Sometimes 
He does. More often He does not. 
He says, “Do you like that? I 
will let you get ycur fill of it. You 
like the sin business? I will let 
you fly right at it. Go ahead! See 
if it pays!” That is the reason 
Jeremiah the second chapter, 
verse 19 says: 

“Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, 
and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: 
know therefore and see that it is an evil 
thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken 
the Lord thy God, and that my fear is 
not in thee, saith the Lord God of hosts.” 


O gentle Sav- 


is an evil thing and bitter that yo 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


always remaining straight, I am 
king anyway and nobody can do 
anything about it,” so he sent for 
the woman, had his way, then had 
Uriah killed. You thought, David, 
that this business of living for 
God was hard. Let me give you 
another picture and show you a 
far harder way, a rocky, troubled, 
wretched road. See a motley group 
one night rush outside the city of 
Jerusalem just in time {t0 keep 
from getting killed. See David 
weeping. He put dirt on his head. 
Across the stream came an old 
man and he cursed and cursed and 
said, “You bloody man! Yes, God 
is bringing on your head your 
bloody life. He is paying you 
back.” One of David’s men said, 
“Let me go over there and hit that 
dog. I will cut off his head. Let 
me do it.” David said, “No, no. 
Let him alone. Maybe God told 
him to curse me!” That is a hard 
road! It is the way the backslid- 
ers road turns out! David went 
and hid that night. Then in a day 
or two the battle was joined and 
his son Absalom was killed. After 
awhile David’s attention was di- 
vided. One daughter is raped and 
the son that ruined her is killed 
by Absalom. Then Absalom took 
the kingdom and stole the people 
from David. After Absalom was 
killed, David came back to a di- 
vided kingdom. David wept, “Oh 
Absalom, my son. Absalom, would 
God I had died for thee.” You 
would like to have died for Absa- 
lom would you, David? Think 
back further than that. Your sin, 
your backsliding did this, David! 
The Lord says, “The backslider in 
heart shall be filled with his own 
ways.” Yes, Sir. If you don’t 
know it, brother, if you have been 
away from God then you check up. 
You say it is hard to serve God. 
No, Sir! His yoke is easy and His 
burden light. I haven’t served Him 
very well. I am a poor, sorry 
preacher, but I praise His narime 
that He ever let me serve Him. 
Talk about Jesus being hard! No, 
I haven't found it hard. It isn’t 
hard. Praise the Lord for every- 
time I have done anything for Him. 
I trusted Him when a boy, thank 
God. Thank God He chose nie 
when I was a babe in my mothei’s 
arms in answer to her prayer. 
Thank God I started preaching as 


Some Still Pay 50c 
and $1.00 A Year 


Last night in Sherman, a Deni- 
son man attending the revival, 
handed me 50c for a subscription 
to The Sword of the Lord. Since 
the special subscription price is 
aoc a year for singie subscriptions, 
I started to give him the change 
but he waved it away —said he 
wanted to pay 50c for the paper, 
“And I pray God will bless it and 
you,” he said. Another not long 
ago sent in a dollar for a year’s 
subscription and repeatedly peo- 
ple send an offering along with 
their subscriptions and remark 
that The Sword of the Lord is 
worth many times the regular 


a single paper will be worth more 


Know therefore and see that a 8 Of course it is! Very often 


have left the Lord. Many, many 
men have told me, “I went along 
and the road got rocky, harder all 
the way along. I stumbled along 
it was dark ... until I longed to 
get back on the straight and nar- 
row way under the fellowship and 
leadership of the Lord Jesus.” It 
is always a rocky road when you 
go away from God. 

“Well, Brother Rice,” you say, 
“It is just too hard a life to live 
a Christian.” Is that so? Broth- 
er, you don’t know half what I 
know. If you want to know about 
a rocky noad, try the road of back- 
sliding. *Thine own wickedness 
shall correct thee, and thy back- 
sliding shall reprove thee: know 
therefore and see that it is an 
evil thing and bitter, that thou 
hast forsaken the Lord thy God, 
and that my fear is not in thee 
saith ‘the Lord God of hosts.” 

I can see old David back yonder. 
He must have thought, “Well, this 
business of living straight all the 
time, watching my step all the 
time is a hard business.’”’ He went 
up on the housetop. .Over next 
door was the little hotse of Uriah, 
a man in his army, a common sol- 
dier out fighting for David. David 
there saw Uriah’s wife taking a 
bath. She didn’t have an idea any- 
body’s eyes would be prying, but 
David said in his heart, “it is hard, 


than the subscription price for a 
year but we are anxious to get out 
the gospel and so we offer it dur- 
ing this special campaign at 35c 
a year for single subscriptions and 
FOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 
$1.00! Hurry and send in your 
subscriptions for Christmas pres- 
ents and, all you want, at 25c a 
year. Remember that this club 
rate is good for either new or re- 
newal subscribers, each paper sent 
to separate addresses. 

Many are sending the Spaper to 
loved ones and friends for Christ- 
mas. Why not make a list of 
twenty-five or thirty whom you 
want to be blessed for an entire 
year of gospel teaching, preaching 
and inspiration, and $25.00 would 
buy a hundred subscriptions for a 
year and would inspire and bless 
a whole church for that time! 

If you want ‘us to send a spécial 
subscription card announcing that 
The Sword of the Lord is a present 
from you, let us know at once and 
the cards will be addressed now, 
ready to be mailed just before 
Christmas. , 

We are expecting a thousand 
partners to send in at least four 
subscriptions each and thus help 
in getting out the gospel. Have 
you sent yours? May the Lord 
bless you and make the paper a 
blessing to multiplied thousands. 
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soon as I knew I ought to reach. 

Thank God I don’t have money 
in the bank. Thank God I was 
happy to make out with little, to 
give up for Jesus, to lose friends. 
I have been repaid a hundred fold 
for every bit. Oh, you talk about 
it being a hard road. It is not 
hard when Jesus is there, when you 
have pedce in your heart, when 
you get your prayers answered, 
when your family is well and 
strong, God blesses you in your 
heart. To be on the Lord's side is 
no hard road. It is easy and sweet 
and grows better every day. I 
just advise you to get out and 
watch some man after he was 
saved who turned back, and watch 
his sorrow and trouble. 

“Well, Brother Rice, I give up 
a good deal for Jesus,” you Say. 
You think I have? Let’s pick out 
some preacher that has sold out 
to modvruism ov turned hig iaind to 
making money and you will find 
a fellow that is on a hard road. 
He bows to denominational bosses 
his face grows lined and hard, his 
children grow up woridiy and 
break his heart. He gets hard and 
cold as ice and God isn’t in a mil- 
lion miles of him when he tries 
to pray! If you want to find a 
hard road, see someone that has 
turned back on God! “Thine own 
wickedness shall correct thee, and 
thy backsliding shall reprove thee: 
know therefore and see that it is 
an evil thing and bitter, that thou 
hast forsaken the Lord thy God, 
and that my fear is not in thee, 
saith the Lord God of hosts.” 


a bad way when you go away from | 
God. It surely is! When you go 


a million miles of you, you try 
to pray and the heavens are brass 
and the earth is iron. The Scrip- 
ture says God resists the proud 
but giveth grace to the humbled. 
Some time God resists you. Itisa 
hard road. It isn’t hard with Je- 
sus. That is easy. “Surely, good- 
ness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life, and I shali 
dwell in the house of the Lord for- 
ever.” That is not hard. “My yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.’’ 
“You will find rest unto your soul,” 
That is not hard! No, brother, 
this road is not hard. The hard 
road is the fellow that has turned 
his back on God. That is it! 
Let’s see old Simon Peter stand- 
ing up at Pentecost preaching the 
gospel. God is saving thousands, 
He is bold as a lion. He gets beat- 
en, put in jail, but is happy. Sup- 
pose some Pharisee said, “Peter, 
is the road hard?”’ “No, this road 
is not hard,”’ Peter says. “Do you 
want me to show you a hard road? 
Then go back with me to the night 
Jesus was tried before Pilate. 
Watch me sit down around a bunch 
of sticks on fire on the pavement, 
where I sat down one cold spring 
night around cursing soldiers. A 
girl said I was one of His disciples. 
‘No, I am not,’ I said. Somebody 
else asked me if I was Jesus’ dis- 
ciple. ‘No, blankety blank, I am 
not, I tell you,’ and I cursed and 
swore I was not one of His dis- 
ciples.” Peter says, “Go back 
there about that time a rooster 
crowed and my soul condemned 
me. I turned about that time and 
saw Jesus look at me. His eyes 
pierced through me and I remem- 
bered how I had said, ‘Though ev- 
erybody else denies Thee, I will 
never deny Thee,’ and I went out 
and wept in sorrow, bitterly. I 
had quit my fishing business,” 
Peter says. “I thought I would be 
a fisher for men. Now I am dis- 
graced. I am out of the ministry. 
I claimed that I did not know Je- 
sus. No use trying any more. I 
said, ‘I will go back and catch 
fish again. I am going fishing, 
does anybody want to go with me? 
I have no taste for the business, 
but I have got to make a living 
some way.’” He got out and fished 
all night and didn’t catch a thing. 
Fishing is not what it is cracked 
up to be when you are called to 
preach. This business of making 
a living — talk about it being hard 
being a preacher — no, that is net 
what is hard. What is hard is 
when a preacher is selling real 
estate or selling life insurance — 


Oh, my friends, it is a bad way, | thing.” 


and try to pray and God isn’t in| just as well do it. We have done 
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that is what is hard —when yot |= 
are called to preach and there 18 ~~) 
a fire in your soul and it is shut 7) 
up in your bones. No, preaching is > 
not hard. Going fishing is hard 
when you ought to be preaching. ~~ 
“We have fished all night, and | 
tried everything,” Peter said. “Oh ~~ 
God, what will I do? I can’t fish. 1 © 
can’t catch fish any more any way, 


and I am ruined now in ae a 
I am not fit to preach.” ; 
daylight somebody from shotew A 


said, “Children, have ye ay 
meat ?” “No, we haven't yg a 
“I have some out here. | 
|Let your net down on the other | 
side.” “Well,” they said, “we had | 
that —-we have tried everything.” 
But this time they got it full. Sud- 
denly John said, “That is Jesus.” 
Peter said, “If that is Jesus, I 
have got my net full of fish, but 
I am not hankering after fish. It 
isn’t fishing that I want. I want 
to get back to Jesus.” So he 
jumped out of the boat and swam 
out yonder to where Jesus was. 
“IT don’t care, I am gonig where 
Jesus is.” 
No, friends, it is not hard liv- 
ing for Jesus. it is hard going 
away from Jesus and having your 
mind on wickedness. Rebellion, 
that is what is hard. — 
Oh, my friends, backsliding does 
not pay. Now do you want to 
know how I know? Two ways. 
One way, it is in the Bible, and 
second, it is awfully rough. I 
tried it. How many of you ever 
tried the backslider’s road? You 
didn’t have a good time. No, you 
did not. No, Sir. The way the 
backslider goes along is the bitter- 
est you ever saw. Remember one 
day “the backslider in heart shall 
be filled with his own ways: and 
a good man shall be satisfied from 
himself.” That is Proverbs 14: 
14. And, brother, you will get your 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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stomach full of this business if 
ever try backsliding. The truth 


' is, I have and fF was not long in 
_ getting enough of it. 


The backslider who is bent on 
backsliding away from God, he 
gets his pay, don’t you worry. 


GOD WILL NOT GIVE UP THE 
BACKSLIDER 


Somebody said, “Brother Rice, 
if a man is a Christian and gets 
away from God, oughtn’t he to go 
to Hell?” He ought to before he 
Started. Everyone of us ought to 
go to Hell, but we are not. And 
that is the next point. Don’t you 
think if a man is a backslider — 
don’t you think Gcd will turn nim 
loose? That is exactly what God 
is not going to do. Why not? Be- 
cause God will take him out to the 
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wood yard and tan him good, whip 
him good, and tend to him right 
there and then take him in His 
arms and forgive him and take 
him home to Heaven. That is what 
God will do with the backslider. 
The Lord said, did you notice what 
He said in Hosea eleven, one to 
nine ? 

“When Israel was a child, then I loved 
him, and called my son out of Egypt.” 

Then look at verse 3. 

“I taught Ephraim also to go, taking 
them by their arms; but they knew net 
that I healed them.” 

Now then, God said, “when you, 
Israel, were just.,a child I took 
you by the arms and called you 
when you were just a baby and 
led you by the arms and watched 
and said, ‘go along here son,’” 
God said, “the whole nation went 
away from me. I have been 
grieved about it, but I am not a 
man.” Now if you want to know 
why God does not send you to Hell, 
God said, “I am not a man. How 
shall I give thee’up, Ephraim. How 
shall I deliver thee? How shall 
I turn you over to the devil? How 
will I let Nebuchadnezzar utterly 
kill all the Jews?” “How shall I 
give thee up, Ephraim? how shall 
I deliver thee, Israel? how shall 
I make thee as Admah? how shali 
I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart 
is turned within me, my repentings 
are kindled together.” There were 
four towns destroyed together: 
Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah and Ze- 
boim. When Sodom and Gomorrah 
were destroyed, two other towns 
were destroyed with them. The 
little town of Zoar was spared, but 
the others were destroyed in that 
fire from Heaven. “How shall I 
give thee up? How shall T set 
thee as Zeboim? I will not come 
in and kill you and destroy ycu, 
God said. “I am not a man, I am 
God! I can love you even when 
you do wrong, when you turn your 
back on me.”’ 

I have heard people say, “If you 
treat the Lord right, the Lord will 
treat you right.” Is that all the 
God you have? I would have been 
ruined before I started.... no 
use starting if that is the kind 
of God you have. No (thoughl 
am unfaithful, yet He abideth 
faithful. When I quit serving, He 
keeps on keeping. He said, “I am 
not a man, I am God. How can I 
give you up and turn you over to 
destruction? I am the Holy One 
in the midst of thee. I can’t let 
you go.” The man that wrote the 
song, “O love that will not let me 
go”’ had it down right. God never 
gives up the backslider, bought 
with the blood of Christ! 

I went the other day and met 
& man who was a sinner. He had 
been so far away from God. I 
said, “My dear brother, God won't 
let you go. You are bought and 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


paid for. He loves you too much 
to ever let you go. God won’t turn 
you loose. You are bought ana 
paid for and He loves you. Goda 
is not a man to get mad and quit 
you. He is not @ man to send one 
of His own children to/Heu. And 
He says, “I will not let you go.’ 
No, my friends, God is marrieu ww 
the backslider in heart. God called, 
and called and calied. were you 
once saved; born again’ when 
God does a job He does lk. rignt and 
He doesn’t rue back on hus bu- 
gain. When I came to God, I 
qidn’t know how to say it then sxe 
Il can now, but this is about tie 
deal I had with Him: “Lord, l am 
a poor sinner. I am ruined.’ anda 
He said, “I knew it betore you 
did.” I said, “Lord, I have got to 
have something.” “I know it,’ He 
said. “but, Lord, 1 can’t pay you 
anything.” “Il knew you couidu't. 

“what am i going to do, Lord: 

And He said, “well, I have done 
it all. I have settied it tor you. 
My Son loves you, and 1 iet my 
Son die for you, and your sins are 
all paid for on the cross. If you 
will take that you can have it.” 
“Lord, is it tree?” ‘“Absoiuteiy 
free.”’ “Lord, I will take you up 
on that then,’ and I did. 

Now suppose I say, “Lord, look 
here. I reaily wish 1 had some o1 
the leaks and onions and gariic 
ieft in Kgypt. My soul loatheth 
this light bread, tnis Manna trom 
Heaven.” “I will send you some 
quail.”” The Lord said they ate 
quail until it came out at their 
nostrils. They took bad coids on 
that fat quail and it ran out their 
nostrils. it made them sick, and 
a lot of them died that day. ‘inat 
is what backsliding does tor you. 
God still loved them and led tnem 
on to the promised land, but he 
whipped some of them. 

My friend, here it is: 

“He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life’’ (John 3:36). 

And then John 5:24: 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life.” 

Oh, I am not going to be lost. 
I have been born again, bougne 
with a price. Many a gocd man 
Sins and God whips him. God loves 
me and He will take care of me, 
too, 

At our house we have a lot oi 
children. We have a regular gir: 
ranch. We have five girls. Tuxe 
these girls and then get a lot ot 
, other neighbor’s girls and let them 
get into a big row and a big rack- 
et, a regular fight with clawing and 
scratching and pulling hair. when 
just then my wife comes out and 
wades in and grabs a bunch ot 
girls and takes them in the house, 
and you hear them say, “Ouch, 
Mama, I won’t do it any more!’’ 
That is our gang in there. That 
is not the other crowd. They are 
our own children. Anytime you 
find a backslider out there and the 
Lord lets him go on and afie: . 
while takes him up and whips him, 
you know God stull loves him ana 
will take him to Heaven. He is 
still born of God. God may chas- 
tise him, but He will not send him 
to Hell. He must whip him now, 
He can’t after awhile. Now is the 
only chance. And God is going 
to do it. God is not going to cast 
us away. No, my friends, God said, 
“How can I let thee go.’”’ Oh, the 
pleading of God! He is not going 
to let you go. “I will whip you,” 
He says, “but you are mine.”’ 
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Now this other thing, how can a 
backslider get back? Why, my 
friends, that isn’t hard. No, it 
isn’t. It is the easiest thing in the 
world if you really want back. 
Just get up and beat it. Just turn 
and take with you words, the Bi- 
ble said. 

Listen to what the Lord said: 

“Take with you words, and turn to the 
Lord: say unto him, Take away all [niquity, 
and receive us graciously: so will we render 
the calves of our lips” (Hosea 14:2). © 

“I will heal their backsliding, I will.love 
them freely: for mine anger is turned away 
from him.” 

“I will be as the dew unto Israel: he 
shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his 
roots as Lebanon” (verses 4, 5). 

Now read this verse, 

“O Israel, return unto the 
Lord thy God; for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity. 

“Take with you words, and 
turn to the Lord: say unto 
him, Take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciously: so 


will we render the calves of 


our lips.’’ (verses 1, 2). 

Oh, my friends, take words. 
What kind of words? Words about 
your sins. 

“If we confess our sin, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Faithful— what do you mean 
faithful? Is God under obligation / 
Oh, yes, Jesus is under contract 
when you trust in Him to save 
you. He must keep you forever 
saved, and then besides, cleanse 
you and make you happy whenever 
you will. You can take it right 
back to the factory and get it fixed 
any time you want! The Lord is 
under contract to make it good. 
The Lord will heal my backslia- 
ing. The Lord said bring it to 
Him and He will fix it up. Yes, 
He will. 

What must I do to get right with 
God? Just one thing. Go back ana 
confess your wrong, confess you 
have drifted, confess you are a sin- 
ner. The prodigal boy in the hog- 
pen said, “I will arise and go to 
my father and say unto him, Fa- 
ther, I have sinned against heav- 
en, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired ser- 
vants.” He didn’t get it all said. 
He was going to, but his father 
stopped him and as he was about 
to say, “Make me as one of the 
hired servants,” the father inter- 
rupted before he got to it, and 
called back to the house, “Hey, 
bring the best robe, and a ring 
for his finger. Son, look at your 
Shoes. They are all worn out, your 
poor feet — George, bring a pair 
of shoes for him. Kill the fatted 
calf, get on one of the horses and 
tell the neighbors my boy has come 
home; to come on over for the 
feast. And he got him all fixed up 
before he took him to the house 
to see his mother. 

If you have drifted far away from 
God, come on back, and say, “My 
Father, I am not fit to call you Fa- 
ther, but you are my Father. 1 
have sinned, forgive it, Lord.” 
When you confess you have sinned, 
it is not hard for the backslider 
to get back. I have to come back 
nearly every day —I ought to ev- 
ery day. That is what the Bibie 
teaches. “Forgive us our trespass- 
es” —-that is a daily prayer. “It 
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any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow me.” The 
thing for every one who has been 
a backslider to do is to take with 
you words and return to the Lord. 
He says, “I will love you freely. 
I will heal their backslid.ng. 1 
am not man, I am God. I am not 
a man to get mad and quit you and 
break my promises because you 
have broken yours and let you go 
to Hell. I have said I would save 
you. I am God. I can't let ycu 
go. You are bought and paid for. 
Walk in boldly, it is your home.” 

Maybe you have been a prodigal 
boy. This thing I hope you wiil * 
never forget. A mother lay dying, 
her husband stood by her side. , 
The light of his life was going out. 
They had walked this road to- 
gether many years. “Sweetheart, 
before you go,” he said, “is there 
anything I can do for you?” 
“Just one thing,’ she said, “but 
you wouldn’t do that.” “Yes, 1 
will do anything you say.” “Any- 
thing?” “Yes, anything you say.” 

Her breath was short and she 
was weak. “I must go. There is 
only one thing that would help 
me any but you wouldn’t — “Oh, 
yes I would. What is it?” “Send 
for the boy,” she said. 

Now the boy had gone out writ- 
ing bad checks on his father and 
had got to drinking, gambling and 
the worst kind of sin. His father 
had paid him out of jail many 
times, until one day he said, “You 
get out and leave town and don't 
call on me any more. This is not 
your home any more. Get out and 
go.” (Continued Next Issue) 
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